Czech Functional Structuralists: The Founders

Vilém Mathesius (1882-1945) —founder, Prague Linguistic Circle (PLC) 1926; author of the substitution
theory of translation (1913). The Prague functional-structuralist programmatic thesis was published as
Travaux du Cercle Linguistique de Prague (1929).

Roman Jakobson (1896-1982) — founder, Prague Linguistic Circle 1926; author of the renowned
linguistic functions derived from Biihler, Mathesius, Mukarovsky, Malinowski and Tarski; a graduate of
Moscow University and a Russian formalist, he moved to Prague in 1920, studied modern philology at
Charles University and then taught at Brno University. He left the country in 1939 (the Nazi occupation
threatened the existence of Jews) moving to the USA (in 1941) via Scandinavia.


http://www.google.cz/imgres?q=Jakobson&hl=cs&biw=1280&bih=705&tbm=isch&tbnid=34JockxfBxD9vM:&imgrefurl=http://www.kunstkopie.de/a/americanphotographer/romanjakobson.html&docid=jau7rh5rGRUweM&imgurl=http://www.kunstkopie.de/kunst/american_photographer/roman_jakobson.jpg&w=431&h=550&ei=GqInUr7JKMqRtQa-kYHoCw&zoom=1&ved=1t:3588,r:97,s:0,i:387&iact=rc&page=5&tbnh=206&tbnw=175&start=95&ndsp=27&tx=82&ty=98

Jan Mukarovsky (1891-1975) — founder, Czech structural aesthetics/semiotics; author of the triad
norm — function — value as social facts; author of the aesthetic function. His theory and methodology
were the cornerstones of Levy's works.

Nikolai Trubetzkoy (1890-1938, Russia, Vienna), PLC member, phonology

René Wellek (1903-1995) — PLC member, emigrated to the USA in 1939
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Felix Vodicka (1909-1974) — author, Czech reception theory (inspiration for the Constance School)

Otokar Fischer (1883-1938) — founder, the Czech translation school based on substitution



